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Govinda, the Exhilarated One
After soothing the doe-eyed Radha with long supplication Kesava, elaborately dressed,
retires to His thicket bed of love. As the darkness thickens in the dusk, the maid seeing
her adorned with ornaments urges her to move quickly to the thicket,
abandoning all despair.
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O enchanted Radhika ! He has already soothed You with caring words and pleased
You by supplicating at Your feet. Now He waits for sensual play in His beautiful bed of
reeds. Follow Him, the slayer of the demon Madhu, who is extremely faithful to You.
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Swaying Your heavy breasts and shapely hips, move cautiously as Your anklets ring so
that Your gait puts in shade that of a swan.
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Listen to the melodious tune of the flute of Madhu's foe which enchants the hearts of

Young women. You also appreciate the mood of the cuckoos who are
bound by the command of God of love.
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The clustered shoots of vines sway in the wind, and look as if hands are motioning You
to quicken Your pace.
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Strong waves of desire throb in You, like the throbbing of the garland of pearls upon
Your bosom. Ask Your own alluring breast; even they are eager for Hari‘s embrace.
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Oh enraged goddess | Your friends already know that Your body dressed and armed
appropriately is ready for the ensuing battle of sensual dalliance. Even the war-drum
beat of Your clanging girdle proclaims Your desire. So eschew all shame.
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Lean on Your friend with Your palm that has nails as sharp as the arrows of the god
of love and make haste. Let the jingle of Your bangles announce Your coming and alert
Hari to fall into your foot steps.
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May this song composed by Jayadeva, more valuable than a necklace, forever
reverberate in the throats and minds of the devotees of Hari.
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O dear, how He might be fancying that You would look at Him, tell an amorous tale,
embrace His limb, take delight in meeting Him. Your lover looks for You, trembles,
bristles, rejoices, sweats, advances, falls and faints in the thicket covered in darkness.
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The dense darkness of night with it's charming blue attire embraces the limbs of
everybody on earth. In this darkness the fun-lovers, with desire rushing in hearts for
amorous dalliance, decorate themselves with dark kohl on eyes, bunches of Tamala
leaves on ears, wreaths of blue-lotus on heads and leaf design, of deer musk on breasts.
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When the saffron coloured adulteresses rush for secrete dalliance, the tender creeping

vines entangle their feet, like lines of obstacles. In this deep darkness, as dense as
Tamdla leaves, the purity of their love is tested, as gold on dark touch stones.
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When Radha sees Hari standing in front of the creeper abode resplendent in His jewel
necklace, a pendant, a golden rope belt, armlets and wristbands,
she stops out of modesty. Then she is urged on by her friend.
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O Radha, enter the intimate world of Madhava, in the lovely abode beneath the creeper
bower and revel in ecstatic dalliance with the pleasure of a langhing face.
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Go near Mdadhava and lie on the precious bed of fresh Asoka buds and have the
dalliance, swaying your pearl necklace upon Your shapely breasts.
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The abode, decorated with flowers, has become sacred. Enter O Radha the intimate
world of Madhava and revel with your flower-soft body.
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The cool fragrant breeze from the sandal forest is blowing.
Revel with a joyous song on Your lips.
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Your voluptuous hips have languished too long.
Go and revel in the tangles of new shoots growing on creeping vines.
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The swarming bees drunk on honey buzz soft tones. Revel O Radha,
with your heart full of sensuous desire.
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Revel where the cries of flocking cuckoos sing sweetly, O Radha, go to Madhava with a
smile which reveal Your teeth which glow like the seeds of ripe pomegranate.
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Jayadeva, the king among poets, sings this song to please Padmavati.
O Murari grant a hundred holy blessings to Him.
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Bearing You in mind for long and tortured by the god of love he is wearied now. He
longs to drink nectar from Your berry-red lips. Now adorn His body. With a single
glance from You he will serve under Your feet as a slave. Why are You reticent?
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With the sweet sound of ringing anklets she enters His abode with both joy and
apprehension fixing her restless eyes on Govinda.
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Several emotions swell up within Him when he sights Radha'’s face, like sea waves rising up
with the appearance of the full moon. Realizing that His long-cherished desire for sensuous
dalliance with her is going to be fulfilled, Hari becomes ecstatic
and His face easily reflects that mood.
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The chain of bright pearls dangles on His chest which looks like swells of foam in the
churning water of Yamuna.
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He wraps His cloud-blue body with a fine yellow silk clolh. It seems as if a dense
cluster of yellow pollen, with its base, has been wrapped around a dark lotus.
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His eyes play in His seductive face like two mating wagtails in the hollows of lotus
blossoms in an autumn pond, stoking her passion.
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The earrings caress His lotus face shining brilliantly like sunlight.
His flashing smile arouses the passion of lust in her.
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The flowers tangled in His hair appear like moonbeams caught amidst dark clouds. The
sandal paste marks on His forehead appear like the moon rising from darkness.
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The hairs bristle on His body, gleaming and shining with beautiful ornaments, in the
expectation of sensuous play with her.
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Jayadeva's artful song doubles the beauty of His adornments. O devotees | bow down to
Hari, the essence of all excellent deeds, and hold Him, in Your hearts.



EGPAIAI6° §R61-98-aIB-A-
GAI6A65RI6FIFARCR-CIA° AGE8]
RDIP1° UK GAR-QAERIR-Q6R

QaIe 69019-990 A 28lg-Feas!

Ay @860 CIERI AR oa 913 @ 6@69 62 @ QR
JAIET QI2I6S FAgRll  OF IRl g4 asel Aal
@68 2GS 6RIFR BRI 2FR6ER IR AYSR|

QS AQREQ F19AF CQHQIFIER FIARIIT 2AREQ 2IRQlF 62edIBAIT (AIE)] AR
AQ @dadie S2QIR IR QIR IR G6R JFRII 2dIe FTE1 IR QI F6RIAS QIS
198G IRIRR1 QYIS G99 2T6Q OYR KR 69R 2IFAIY FARIG ATERI

Tears of joy swell up in her eyes and transgressing the corners reach up to the ears.
They roll down her coy-face like streaming sweat, when Radhas eyes, with trembling
pupils, look at her lover.
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She approaches the edge of His bed, masking her smile of joy by pretending to scratch
her ears. As her friends go away leaving her, she sees her lover’s face darting arrows
of love which drive away her modesty.
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Pitambara, the Gratified
Radha smiles and blushes after her friends go away. Her face shows how deeply she is
possessed by desire. When Hari sees her looking at the bed of buds and fresh leaves,
He tells her.
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Set Your feet on this bed of tender shoots O Radhika. Let them realize that Your feet are
more tender and beautiful than they. For a moment O Radha, be kind and feel me,
the faithful Narayana, in your heart.
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You have travelled far. Let me worship Your feet with my lotus hands. Please favour the
anklets, your faithful follower, on my bed, by putting them on.
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Let the elixir of sweet words flow from Your lips. Let me remove the silken cloth that
covers Your breasts like getting rid of separation..
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O dear, please place your very rare breasts on my chest, which are throbbing with
pleasure to embrace me and quench the fire of my desire.
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Offer the nectar of Your lips and revive this dying slave whose mind is obsessed and
whose body has been burnt by the fire of desolation, deprived of love.
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O moon faced one ! make Your jewelled girdle chords echo the tone of Your voice.
Soothe my ears which are tired of listening to the shrill cries of the cuckoos.
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O moon faced one ! make Your jewelled girdle chords echo the tone of Your voice.
Soothe my ears which are tired of listening to the shrill cries of the cuckoos.
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Banish shame from Your eyes which shy away from meeting mine. Your unreasonable anger

hurts me. Please look at me and put an end lo my despair.
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Let each verse of Jayadeva's song delight Madhu's foe and inspire the pleasure of passionate
moods in the hearts of sensuous people.
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O dear thoughtful souls, the delightful beginning of the much awaited and desired
dalliance of Radha and Madhava strangely encountered with obstacles. The passionate
embrace stopped the horripilation of the bodies caused due to excitement, the blinking

of the eyes affected the playful glances, the drinking of nectar from each other’s lips
interrupted the sensuous talks, the battle of love-gameobstructed
the eternal bliss of union.
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With arms bound Him captive, her solid breasts pressed hard hurtfully, her nails pierced
His body, her teeth wounded his soft lips, her shapely hips struck Him, her hands pulled
the hair bending Him, her lip's nectar enamored Him. Strange are the ways of Kama,
instead of pains, He got great pleasure from such acts of stimulation.
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As the battle of love play begins, she becomes bold enough to ride on her lover
triumphantly. But after some time her hips slow down their movement and become still
and her vine like hands become slack in their grip. Her chest continues to heave and
her eyes remain closed. How can a woman succeed
in an action which is exclusively manly?
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The scarlet nail marks on her chest, her sleepless reddended eyes, her washed off pale
lips, the disarrayed braid, with dangling garlands of crushed flowers on her head, the
lose-ended waist girdle, appeared like arrow marks of ‘Kama’, (god of love) on the
passion ravaged body of Radha. When Krsna darted His sight on these marks at dawn,
incredibly, He got sensuously stimulated, as if pierad by the arrows of Kama.
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O Yadunandana! paint a leaf design with Your hands that are cooler than sandal balm
using deer musk on my breasts which are like ‘Mangalakalasa’ (the holy vessels of the
god of love). She tells this to Yadunandana who play to fill
the hearts with ananda (bliss).



ER-aR-01G2A80R° QAORIAR-8AR-691062]
QRQ-PIP-NO-PRR-7RA G ERISER]

QOIFRQ CI6G 6Q¢ 1 YBQ| 6P12Q P6R 62IR AR 1 J14
6994 FOQ TR7QIA I BIGR AR L ARR G AA

62 JQARR | FQRdQ G616 ALLR 641 ERIFRYIRNQ 97 PR TREQ KBR
NEALIAZ| G671 AR FIBEQ 66l AARYINER YFIAAT2Q RIZQ R QYS! AR
(ARINCRR FILIQ 6QRTAYAR @GT

Your lips have kissed away the kohl of my eyes, which can beat the arrows of love-god.
Paint them with kohl and make them glossier than a swarm of black bees.
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O subha-vesa (auspiciously clothed one), please hang pendants on my ear lobes,
resembling the pulled-string of the bow of god of love, the swing of which will beat the
waves generated by the restless movement of the does eyes.
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On the front of my face, that-beats lotus in lovliness, please paint lively potraits of
black bees, to last long. Also pinup imaginatively my teasing lock of hair on the face
which can radate passion.
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O lotus-faced one, now that sweat drops are dried, make marks with liquid deer musk
on my moon-like forehead so that they beautify it as the stain does the moon.
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My gleaming hair, the flywhisk and banner of the god of love, which outshines the
plumage of a peacock, has got dishevelled during dalliance.
Please fix it with delicate, bright flowers.
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My beautiful loins are a deep cavern of the god of love, the killer of the demon
Sambara. Cover them with a jewelled girdle, cloth and ornaments.
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Hold these words of Jayadeva in Your hearts with empathy, O devotees of Hari, the
meditation on whose feet is the elixir that wards off the sinful sickness of His dark age
of Kali
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Paint leaves on my breasts, put colour on my cheeks, lay a girdle on my hips, fix flowers
on my braid, put bangles on my hands and jewelled anklets on my feet, she says.
And her yellow-robed lover does with delight as he is told.
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The sense of music, The knowledge of dance, the meditation on Vishnu, the depth of
sensuous mood and the skills of poetic art in this poem all show that the master-poet
Jayadcva's soul is in perfect tune with Krsna. O knowledgeable devotees,
purify the world by singing His Gita Govinda.
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O sweet wine! Do not presume to exceed the intoxicating ability of Jayadeva's creation.
Even the sweetness of sugar will appear bitter in comparison with it; the taste of
grapes will pale into insignificance and the milk will appear as common water. The
syngararasa of this work has already caused the death of nectar itself which is supposed
to give eternal life. As long as this work is alive in the minds of the people, all other
sweet-tasting things will lose their value.















