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Kesava, the blessed one
Radha's pride of superiority was badly hurt due to Hari’s casual love for all women.
Stung by envy, she wandered in the forest and dwelled in some creeper hut,
it’s top abuzz with the hum of a swarm of buzzing bees.
In the quietness, with the melancholy of separation from Krsna,
she opened up her mind to a companion.
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Sweet notes flow from the alluring flute, like nectar from His lips, the earrings dangle
as His head sways and His restless eyes dart around; my mind recalls his playfull
laughs during his pulsating dalliance of rasa.
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Lovely peacock plumes crown the curly locks of hair on His head and the effect is that
of dark clouds encircled by several rainbows.
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With His great horripilating arms He embraces thousands of women as the rays from
the jewels that adorn them dispel the darkness of the night.
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He is eager to kiss the lips of the shapely-hipped women of Gopa with a brilliant smile
flashing from the ruby red buds of His lips.
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The sandal paste marks on His forehead outshine the brightness of the moon in a mass
of clouds. His heart has hardened while squeezing the circumference of pointed breasts
mercilessly.
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A pair of beautifully crafted crocodile shaped earrings studded with precious jewels
adorn His sublime cheeks. All men, sages, gods and demons serve this wearer of bright
yellow robes.
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He meets the Gopis under the Kelikadamba tree and dispels the fear of sins done in
ignorance in kaliyuga. As I am away, He sports with me mentally, radiating waves of
passion through his sensuous looks.
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Sri Jayadeva has described the very beautiful image of Madhu's foe in this song,
fit song for righteous people who focus their minds at Hari's feet.
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| remember all His attributes, but cannot identify a fault that outrages me.
Even when He leaves me for other women to indulge His craving,
my perverse mind desires Krsna. What can I do?
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Coming lo the lovely forest hut at night I am sitting quietly in deep contemplation,
looking all around with awe and thinking about his charming sensuous attributes,
O friend! my mind is possessed by the passions of God of love. Kindly arrange for my
love-dalliance with the kind hearted and valiant subduer of Keshi.
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When we meet first I blush and shy away. He cajoles and coaxes me with flattering
words. Smiling tenderly he loosens the cloth from my hips.
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I lie on the bed of tender leaves and He lies on top of my bosom. I embrace and kiss
Him wildly as He clings to me kissing my lips.
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[ lie lazily with my eyes half-closed; I feel the flush on His face as my entire body gets
moist with sweat. He trembles with the onrush of lust.
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I murmur like a cuckoo marveling at His erotic skill. The wilted flowers are loosened
from the locks of my hair and my firm breasts bear the marks of His nails.
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As He reaches the height of passion the bejewelled anklets ring in tandem and the
girdle belt falls off noisily when He draws my hair to plant a deep kiss on my lips.
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After savouring coital joy my body lies limp.
His lotus eyes half-open, Madhusiidana lies on me delighted.
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Jayadeva sings about Radha's fantasy of making love to Madhusiidana.
Let His sweet song spread joy all around.
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The flute falls off from His hand when He realizes I am watching Him frolicking with

the beauties of Braja. He smiles bewildered as sweats of love wet His cheeks. I am
delighted to watch His pitiful plight.
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The crimson Asoka buds hurt my eyes now, the cool breeze from the lakeside only
causes the flames in me to burn brighter; the humming bees that hover around the new
mango blossoms do not bring mc any comfort.
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Madhusudana, the Enraptured One Krsna,
the foe of demon Kamsa, abandons the beautiful women of Braja and is haunted by the
memories of Radha that bind Him in chains of worldly passions.
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She saw me frolicking with those women and was gone, I did not stop her due to my
own sense of guilt. Damn me ! my wanton ways made her leave in anger.
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What might she be doing? What will she tell me in her state of desertion?
Of what use then of friends, wealth or the comfort of home?
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I should think about her lovely face with arched brows, which, with anxiety,
must be appearing like a red lotus shadowed by hovering bees.
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1 can hold her in my heart in meditation and always get the pleasure of making love.
Why should then I look for her in the woods or cry in vain?
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O frail lady ! I know how jealousy has corroded Your heart, but how can I beg Your
forgiveness or supplicate before You, since I don't know your whereabouts’?
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Your image still haunts me. As though you appear and vanish before my eyes.
Why don 't you grant me the ecstasy of your encircling embrace as usual?
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O winsome lady ! forgive mc now, for I won't do this to you again.
Grant me your presence for I burn with passion.
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The story of Hari is narrated thus by Jayadeva, the poet, who shines in Kenduvilva
village like the moon rising from the sea.
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It is not a necklace of snakes but lotus stalks that garland my neck; it is the petals of
blue lily, not the colour of poison in my throat, it is sandalwood powder and not ash
thai is smeared on my body. God of lovc, do not attack me mistaking me for Siva,
Why do you then rush towards me in rage?
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Why do you aim your mango-blossom arrow at me? I am already wounded with the
glances of the doe-eyed Radha burning with jealousy.
You, who have conquered the world, what evidence of valour do you want to exhibit by
attacking a weak victim like me?
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O frail Radhd through the glancing arrows from Your brow’s bow you may hurt me to
the core. Your heavy black sinuous braid can cause my death. Your luscious red lips can
make me senseless. But how do Your perfect round breasts play havoc with my life.
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The bliss of her tender touch, the joy of watching the soil movement of her watery eyes,
the perfume of her lovely lotus face, the sweet sound of her loving voice, the ncctarian
honey of her brilliant crimson lips, all these senses I perceive in a meditating state,
why then this pain and pang of separation?
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Her arched brow is love-god Kamadeva's bow. Her darting glances are His arrows.
Her earlobes are His bow strings. It seems the God of love has bequeathed these
weapons to her to vanquish the entire world.



